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Sample, demographics, etc. 

The sample 

The sample was 53 replies from 49 MPs dated between 2 May and 9 August 2012.  In addition, 17 replies 

from ministers at DECC (dated 20 May to 30 July 2012) were sent on by MPs. For any MPs contacted by 

two constituents I have read both replies to gain an overall impression of the MP’s views.  I included 

enclosures from MPs (other than minister’s letters) (for instance, newspaper articles, copies of speeches) 

in my analysis as evidence of the MP’s views. I have the constituents’ letters in about half the cases 

(26/53). 

Christopher Booker also received copies of correspondence between readers and their MPs (or MSPs or 

AMs) on climate topics, but if that correspondence pre-dated the April 2012 article or was unrelated to the 

questions in the article I have excluded it from this analysis. 

Demographics of the 49 MPs 

Party: Conservative 38 (78 %), Liberal Democrat 6 (12 %), Labour/ Labour Co-op 5 (10 %).  This over-

represents Conservative MPs and under-represents Labour MPs compared with their representation in 

parliament (Cons 47 %: LD 9 %: Lab 39 %). 20 were first elected in 2010 and 29 between 1974 and 2005. 22 

(45%) had ministerial or opposition front-bench responsibility at the time the letters were written 

(including whips and parliamentary private secretaries). 

Climate Change Activities: Of the 28 MPs in parliament in 2008, 24 (86 %) voted for the Climate Change Act 

2008 (CCA2008) at its third reading, 1 (Lilley) voted against, and 3 were absent. Eleven of the MPs signed a 

letter to the Prime Minister in January 2012 asking for wind farm subsidies to be cut.  

Location: The MPs were mainly English with just two from Wales and none from Scotland or Northern 

Ireland. Plotting their constituency office postcodes shows that they were fairly evenly spread throughout 

England. Mapping done on http://batchgeo.com. 
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